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PLAYTIME POPPY 

AUDIENCE GUIDE  

 

 
Kennedy High School 

Dec 5, 6, 7, 12 & 13 

WELCOME! 
We are so glad you’re joining us for this Playtime Poppy production!  
Since 1951, Playtime Poppy has presented theatre for children and families. We know that the 
memories created in the theatre last a lifetime, especially when children and adults share their 
experiences with each other. Use this guide to spark conversation, creativity and learning! 

 

HOW TO BE A GREAT AUDIENCE  
Attending the theatre is different than watching a movie or television. The actors and audience share the 
experience together. Being a good audience member involves showing respect for the actors’ hard work 
– AND enjoying your experience to the fullest!  
 

 Arrive at the theatre on time. 

 Visit the restroom before the performance begins. 

 Silence cell phones to minimize disruptions to the actors and other audience members. 

 Applaud! It’s welcomed and encouraged at appropriate times to show your appreciation of the 
performers’ choices.  

 Participate (sing, speak, move etc.) when the performers invite you to do so. 

 Be a good listener and keep your focus on the performance. You won’t want to miss any of it!  
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ABOUT THE PLAY 
 
Disney’s Frozen, Jr. 
Music and Lyrics by Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez 
Book by Jennifer Lee 
 
 

Synopsis:  
In the Kingdom of Arendelle, young Princess Elsa has the magical power to create ice and snow. One night, she 
accidently hits her younger sister Anna in the head with an icy blast. The King and Queen take Anna to a group of 
mystical trolls. In order to cure her head, Anna must completely forget about Elsa’s magical abilities. Elsa and 
parents decide it is best if Elsa wears gloves to control her magic. “Conceal it. Don’t feel it,” becomes Elsa’s motto. 
Years later, the King and Queen are lost at sea, leaving the two sisters to rule the kingdom. When the time comes 
for Elsa’s coronation, the gates of the castle are opened for the first time and royalty visit from near and far. Anna 
meets Prince Hans and immediately falls in love with him. They decide to marry right away. When Anna tells the 
news of her hasty marriage plans, Elsa becomes upset and loses control of her powers. She accidently freezes 
Arendelle and the beautiful summer weather is transformed into a blizzardy winter. With the townsfolk calling her 
a monster, she flees to the mountains. Anna chases after her, leaving Prince Hans in charge of the kingdom in the 
sisters’ absence. Along the way, Anna teams up with an ice harvester named Kristoff, along with his reindeer Sven 
and Olaf the snowman. When the find Elsa, she has created a magnificent castle out of ice and snow. Elsa is amazed 
at how her powers have grown, but afraid that she can’t control them. Once again, she accidentally hits Anna – this 
time in the heart. Kristoff takes Anna to the trolls who explain that only an act of love can thaw a frozen heart. 
Kristoff brings Anna to Prince Hans, hoping his love will save her. But Hans reveals that he doesn’t love Anna and is 
only hoping to gain the kingdom. Hans sets out to destroy Elsa, but Anna blocks his sword just as her body 
completely freezes. Her act of love saves her own life. Elsa takes her place as Queen of the Kingdom, this time 
without hiding her powers.    

 

 

Show vocabulary 
Agony – extreme, prolonged pain; 
mental or physical suffering 
Anoint – nominate a leading candidate 
for a position; to smear with holy oil 
Cautious – careful to avoid problems or 
dangers 
Conceal – keep from sight; hide  
Coronation – the ceremony of crowning 
a royal person 
Nomads – people without a permanent 
home, who travel from place to place 
 

Theatre vocabulary 
For a list of theatre terms and 
vocabulary, visit: 
https://quizlet.com/42804/theatre-
vocabulary-flash-cards/ 
 

 
 
 

Disney’s Frozen is loosely based on the story, The Snow 
Queen, by Hans Christian Andersen. In the original story, the 
Snow Queen was not very likeable. The writers at Disney 
wanted the audience to care about Elsa and imagine how it 
would be to be in her shoes. So they added a sibling 
relationship and a very different character began to emerge. 
The final version of the story ended up being mostly original.  
 
Hans Christian Andersen wrote  
other stories that Disney has  
turned into movies, including  
The Little Mermaid and The  
Ugly Duckling. In his own life,  
Andersen was shy and awkward.  
He often felt like he didn’t fit in.  
Many of his characters were also  
misfits who found their inner  
beauty at the end.  
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LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
 

Children get the most out of a theatre experience when they: 

V CONNECT to experiences in their own lives 
V MAKE CREATIVE CHOICES that reflect the choices they see on stage 
V REFLECT after the performance with others 

 

CONNECT  

 When Elsa asks to have her magical powers removed, the trolls 
tell her that it is impossible because “Your powers are a part of 
you.” What powers are part of you? Write or draw about a time 
that your unique talents shown through. [W.3.3] [CASEL] 

 You probably wouldn’t guess that Olaf the Snowman loves warm 
places! Share some examples about when we might make 
assumptions about people based on how they look on the outside. 
What can we do learn more about people’s inner selves? [CASEL]   
 

MAKE CREATIVE CHOICES 

 Create metaphors or similes for things that are frozen and warm. Identify symbols related to cold 
or hot things (e.g. What might the sun or an ice cube be symbols for?) What kinds of things do we 
associate with the cold or with warmth? Why? [RL.3.4] 

 Frozen was originally created as an animated movie. But Playtime Poppy’s production is on a stage 
with live actors. How might the actors and production team create magical special effects? Create 
a plan for how you might create a magical snowstorm using costumes, lighting, sound or props. 
[TH:Cr1.1.3.b] 
 

REFLECT  

 Fairy tales often have a moral or lesson to teach. But the characters in Frozen might have each 
learned something different. Compare the lessons that you think Anna, Elsa, Kristoff and Prince 
Hans learned in the story. [RL.3.2] 

 Many of Disney’s movies and stories connect to the culture of a specific 
place (e.g. The Lion King – Africa, Aladdin – the Middle East, etc.) What details 
in Playtime Poppy’s production of Frozen created a sense of the cultural 
setting? Consider costumes, dialogue, backdrops, music, etc. [RL.3.2.] 

 Describe how the characters overcame challenges. What made them keep 
trying? [21st Century Skills] 

 If you could be one character in Frozen for a day, which character would you 
choose and why? Write a story about what you would do if you were that 
character. [W.3.3] 
 
[Numbers indicate Iowa Core Standards or Iowa Core Fine Arts Standards.] 
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RESOURCES 
 

WEBSITES: 
 

 

Playtime Poppy Children’s Theatre  
http://www.playtimepoppy.org 

 
Kennedy High School Drama Department 
http://kenn.cr.k12.ia.us/fine-performing-arts/theatre/ 

 
Kids’ Drama and Puppet Activities 
https://dramaresource.com/drama-games/ 
http://www.kinderart.com/drama 
https://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/how-to/tipsheets/five-easy-drama-games 
http://kidsactivitiesblog.com/66700/26-puppets-kids 
http://wonderteacher.com/teaching-with-puppet-power/ 
 
Cultural and Thematic Resources 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Hans_Christian_Andersen 
https://www.online-literature.com/hans_christian_andersen/972/ (The Snow Queen text) 

  
BOOKS: 
 
The Snow Queen by Hans Christian Andersen 
 
Books about being yourself 
Be Who You Are by Todd Parr 
I’m Gonna Like Me: Letting Off a Little Self-
Esteem by Jamie Lee Curits 
Mixed Me! By Taye Diggs 
Elmer by David MCKee 
Me: A Compendium by Wee Society 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.playtimepoppy.org/
http://www.kinderart.com/drama
https://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/how-to/tipsheets/five-easy-drama-games
http://kidsactivitiesblog.com/66700/26-puppets-kids
http://wonderteacher.com/teaching-with-puppet-power/
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:  
 

 
Kennedy High School Drama Department 
 Director Nick Hayes 
 Student Cast & Crew 
 

 Matinee Sponsors:                 
 
 

 Media Sponsor:           
 
  

Playtime Poppy Board of Directors & Volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 

Don’t forget to learn the 

Playtime Poppy Song! 
 

For the lyrics and music go to:  
http://www.playtimepoppy.org/about/playtime-poppy-song/ 

 
 
 

Since 1951, Playtime Poppy Children’s Theatre has presented educational theatre programming for children and families in 
our community. In partnership with Jefferson, Kennedy, and Washington High Schools, Playtime Poppy presents three 
children’s theatre productions annually.  Playtime Poppy provides educational theatre experiences through the Summer 
Theatre Adventure, Operation Backstage, One Great Line, and special matinee performances for elementary-school aged 

children and those with special needs.  For additional information about Playtime Poppy, please visit 
www.playtimepoppy.org or follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

 

ñI love to sing 
and dance and 

play …”  
-Playtime Poppy 

Tuesday Noon Optimists 

http://www.playtimepoppy.org/about/playtime-poppy-song/

